
Bend 1, Session 6
 Taking Stock: Pausing to Assess and Set Goals



Using the checklist to move from “Not 
Yet” or “Starting to” to “Yes”



Example of a “Not Yet”
Let’s read the linked 
piece and find an 
example of a “not yet.” 

This will help us to 
determine our new 
goal!



Checklist says, “I showed why characters did what
they did by including their thinking and their responses to what happened.”  

Not Yet

My mom always replied, 
“No honey, maybe next 
year.” 

“Dad, can I…”

Why is this a Not Yet? 

This is a “Not Yet” because 
the narrator has moved from 
one parent’s dialogue to the 
other parent’s dialogue 
without showing ANY of her 
own internal thinking or 
reaction.  



Why is this a “starting to” and that a “yes!”
“Starting to”

My mom’s reply was always a 
disappointment: “No honey, maybe 
next year.”     

Yes!

I would eagerly ask my mom, “Can I 
go to the fireworks?” each year.  She 
said no, over and over, and I would 
feel so disappointed. This year, after 
another “no” I walked away feeling so 
depressed.  Tears formed in my 
eyes.



An example of working on ELABORATION (INTERNAL THINKING)

“You are too young 
and it is too late.” This 
went on for five years. 

“You are too young 
and it is too late.” I 
was so frustrated. I 
was not too young!  I 
was seven! This 
frustration went on for 
five years. 



An example of working on LEAD

I walked up 
the stairs of 
the subway.

I practically flew up the 
stairs of the subway.

OR

I took the stairs by two as I 
raced up to the subway.



Student Example Goal = Figurative Language

I got on my bike and circled 
the alley twice to see if he 
went behind our house.

I sprang onto my dirty bike 
like a cat pouncing on a 
mouse and zipped around 
the block twice to see if my 
dog was there.


