
Bend 1, Session 5
Reading Closely to Learn From Other Authors



Strategy #1: (Describing a scene)

“They walked around slowly, silently, smiling.”

I loved this sentence. Why do you think I loved it? Why is it 
effective?  Why does it work?



That Was Then, This is Now

Mark always came through everything 
untouched, unworried, unaffected.

(Hinton herself learned from her own successes 
and strategies… she mimicked her own effective 
techniques!!)



Goal in my own writing: 
Find a place that I can 

1) Use alliteration (repetition of initial consonant sounds)

and/or

2) Use three descriptive words (adjectives, adverbs, and/or verbs) to reveal 
something about a character



My goal to add alliteration and/or unique description:

Original Writing: I was super excited to get a speaking part!  I was going to be 
“Boy #1” in the play Annie Get Your Gun. I couldn’t believe how lucky I was.  I was 
practically jumping up and down!

Revised Writing:  I got a speaking part.  I couldn’t believe it.  I was excited, 
ecstatic, elated!



Strategy #2 

“I was comin’ home from the movies. I didn’t think…”
“You don’t ever think,” Darry broke in, “not at home or 
anywhere when it counts. You must think at school, with all 
those good grades you bring home, and you’ve always got 
your nose in a book, but do you ever use your head for 
common sense? No sirree, bub…”

What do we learn about Darry’s personality here based on how he 
is speaking?



Strategy #3: 

“He has Dad’s eyes, but Soda is one of a kind. He can get 
drunk in a drag race or dancing without ever getting near 
alcohol...He gets drunk on just plain living.”

I loved this description. Why do you think I loved it? Why is it 
effective?  What do we learn about Soda and his action here?



Strategy #4: 

“I was sweating something fierce, although I was 
cold. I could feel my palms getting clammy and the 
perspiration running down my back.”

What type of small details are being used to show how Pony feels 
here?


